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40% of all monies raised at St. Mary will stay 
at  our  parish  to  support  our  own  parish 
projects.

60% will go towards supporting the Legacy 
of Hope Diocesan case elements. 

If  we  surpass  our  campaign  goal,  60%  of 
every dollar raised above our goal will stay 
with St. Mary. 

We are hoping to raise these funds over the 
next  four  years  by  inviting  families  to 
consider pledging to the campaign.

St. Mary’s Parish Target: $989,782

 St. Mary’s Parish Share: $395,913 

We are  enthusiastic  about  these  projects  and 
are eager for their fruition. With your support, 
prayers  and  charitable  hearts  you  can  help 
ensure  the  success  of  the  Legacy  of  Hope 
Campaign and make these plans a reality. 

Thank  you  for  your  prayerful  consideration. 
As you make your gift to the campaign please 
remember:

• Pledges  can  be  fulfilled  on  a  monthly, 
quarterly, semi-annual, or annual basis. 

• Pledges are not legally-binding, but rather an 
indication of your giving intention. 

• Contributions  to  the  campaign  are  tax-
deductible as provided by law. 

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE!

 

http://stmarysparish.org
http://stmarysparish.org


The Legacy of Hope Campaign for the Diocese of Worcester and St. Mary’s will provide us with the opportunity to 
update and renew the interior of our church as we look forward to the 60th anniversary of the construction of our 
church in 2021 and the 100th anniversary of the establishment of St. Mary Parish in 2022. 

NEW FLOORING AND CARPETING #1 

New ceramic tile flooring will be installed under the pews and new carpeting for the aisles in the church.  Kneelers 
will be repaired with new padding. 

NEW LIGHTING FOR CHURCH AND SANCTUARY #2 

The original lighting system installed at the time of the church construction will be redesigned and upgraded with 
current technology and lighting design.

CHURCH SANCTUARY RENOVATIONS #3 

Modifications to the reredos (wall behind the altar) will provide for the seasonal use of the original crucifix and the 
mosaic of the Risen Christ. A new Baptismal font will be installed. Liturgical furniture will be refurbished.    

 

A Little Parish History

In 1872 sixty Catholic families living in Shrewsbury 
purchased  a  plot  of  land  and  built  St.  Theresa’s 
Church.  Fr.  Thomas  McKoan  became  the  first 
resident pastor on September 10, 1922 as St. Theresa  
moved from mission status to a parish.  In 1923 as 
part of the twin church project, the original St. Mary 
Church  was  built  on  Summer  Street  and  St.  Anne 
Church was built on Boston Turnpike. 

During the 1950’s the Catholic population continued 
to grow as did the town of  Shrewsbury.  Under  the 
pastoral leadership of Fr. Edward Lynch plans for a 
larger church,  parish hall  and an elementary school 
were  drawn  up  and  construction  commenced  in 
September of 1959.  Bishop Flanagan officiated at the 
solemn Blessing of the Church and celebrated the first 
Public Mass on May 15, 1961. 

The new St. Mary Church was built in brick with a 
contemporary design while  taking advantage of  the 
natural  contours  of  the  land.   The  large  altar  of 
roughly hewn Italian marble weighs over five tons, 
and  the  geometric  designed  stained  glass  windows 
were imported from Florence, Italy. 

The  1990’s  brought  continued  growth  and 
development as the convent building was converted 
into  the  Fr.  Paul  O’Connell  Pastoral  Center  with 
offices  for  expanding  staff,  meeting  rooms  for 
committees  and  religious  education  classes,  and  a 
kindergarten classroom.  The 2007 Capital Campaign 
for  St.  Mary Church –  Our Enduring Covenant   – 
enabled the parish to expand further with construction 
of a new, two-story addition which includes a large 
Gathering Space, large Meeting Room, new entrance 
to  St.  Mary  School  and  relocated  school  offices,  a 
new  Media  Center,  rest  rooms  and  elevator  along 
with new heating and air conditioning for the church.

ONGOING MAINTENANCE OF CHURCH AND PARISH HALL #4 

New maintenance needs and necessary improvements will inevitably present themselves in the years ahead. These 
residual funds will provide for special maintenance projects and improvements for our church and parish hall.


